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I wculd first like to give an hcnor tc rn¡i Lord anC Savior Jesus Christ that makes all
things possible in my life. Good afternoon Chairman Tom Davis, Congressman Van
Hoiien and to the rrerrbers of tiie Comrniiiee on Goveinmeni Reforrn. Í would like to
extenc my heart ftlt Than^ks tc ycu aII for allc.,iring me to spea-k to 3ro,; cn this day. I\dy
name is Richard A. Brown and I am a reformed gangster and concérned Monfgomery
Couniy Ciilzen.

I was born and raised in Washington D.C- were f became a product of my environment, I
was fbrced in a litè style of selling drugs, tighting and being part of gangs (what we
called a Crew). Growing up in thã Disfict (Wasñngfon o.õ.) *=r rõ,rgñ. i*'oui¿ üt" utt
ofyou to remember v¡hat you did r¡¡hen you were 12, 73, 14 and 15, now let me tellyou
what I did at that age.I first ran away frorn home to live with rny father, I thought thæ
was goingto be fun because coming from a broken home, whenmy f,ather came around
he had gifts, but it was not the same living with him. I was abused as a child, but thai
went on in a lot of homcs in my neighborhood, we jusf didn't talk about it until we got
older- I was all ways trytng to find a'way to make mone)'? whether it was cutting grass
Ë9ing to the store for neighbors or shoveling snovr, I just had that hustle in me. 

-Ooe 
day a

friend salv me counting my earnings and told me thaihe could shov¡ me how to make a
þ1 mo.re money. My friend introduced me to a well known crew member of the Gangster
Chronicles. I wzs ne-rer a follower so at firsi I co¡¡id not relate to becoming a member,of
there crew. The c¡ew member arllowed me to purchase iarge amounts of mãrijuana. My
purchases got so large that I was forced to join there crew- As I said never *å, u follower
so I did not stay in that crew for long, I just started my o1iln cre\¡¿. In order to fit in you
had to be in.

My wake up call was vvhen I took a trip to Florida to set up a deal to prxehase drugs to be
shipped to \fu-ashington D.C. on a weekly schedule. My purpose'was to supply all éf my
cre-w members with enough drugs to make my crew better tfian the rival ciålls. In the
District there are small crews that become bigger based on members, money and gun
po\ ¡er. While in Florida everything did not go the way that I wanted it to gó. I was
arrestfl and plaoe in jail',v€rê f haC irne to reflect on my trife and things tn*t I ttu¿ Ccne. f
rvas given a bible by an inmate that arrived r¿'hile we slept- He watkdþ to me and said
do you want to go home and I said yes so he sat me down and said this tL way, thru
Jesus Clnisi. Arter six and a half morrths i was released froür jait io srari to repay and
give back fo my communir¡,' anri to tìre peopie that I irad hurt in the past.

I would go into the neighborhoods were I had comrpted and try to tålk to other crew
members, but nb one listen. A lot of my old friends told me thàt given time I would be
back out in the sireets cÍoing whai they -w-ere doing, so the-y- did nõt want to here what I



r¡/as preaching. I had tc shsw theq so after 10 years ofbeing free from any illegal
activities, I can say that thru m1' examples a lot of my former crew members are giving
back to the commurìity a¡id irying to make a difference. It has been really hard ti-ying to
help ttr reach out fo the ¡rerung peopie. I tfied tr-r start a youth prûgram at tlre Miitttle Bfoûk
Commuruty Center in Germantovrn Maryland. IMe would meet once a week to discuss
any problems that the youth member was going tirru, whether it be peer pressure, trouble
at home orjust someolìe to talk to. That program did not last long because we did not
have the right resources tc re¡*ch cut to all sf the youth in the cornnunity. Our lcung
people need activities to geÉ there attention. I stand here before you todãy one úody witt
a lot of experience, because I have been on the other side and I want to help stop dre gang
activities thai plague our communiiy.

In the last ten years I have sterted m)¡ or¡,rn Office Cleaning Se,rvice, Ir4cving Company
and Disc jockey (DI) Service and I employee reformed gang members andþerform for
youth groups a,r,Í oiganizations that are try'ing to help reach the y'oung.

In closing I feel that in order to reach our young people'we must be able to communicate
with them. I have been rvere a lot of our young peopie have been or are headed and there
are others out here'rhat are like me, we have refbfrred zurd we w-ant to give back and stop
these gangs Ëõra ccrrupting cur cornmunities. We need the r"ro,rrr", úrd the right p*pi*
to grve ûur yûung people another choice other than the gangg. When I was young my
only choice was'the gmgs, so I thought I was making the rþht choice. I learned-latir:crrat
it was the wrong choice- Give our youth somøhing else to do other than the gangs.

I again Tharlk You fcr allcwing me to speek end be heard. I lock forward to ansr.vering
any questions that you may have.


